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SPECIFICATION 

A replacemeat specification is on pages 4-16. A clean copy of the replacement 
specification is on pages 17-25. No newmatter has been added. 
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Patent Application of 
Gerald O, Rocbitok and Elizabeth S, Roob acte 
511 South Summit, Ston e Mountain, GA 300 8^ 

€ifero s of th e Unit e d Stat e s of Amoric a 

SPECIFICATION 

gft iE OF INVENTION: 

ADJUSTABLE Hi^NGING SPORTS EQUIPKCENT tlOLPER AND 
DISPBNSER> 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION: 

U-S.PotNo- 5, 8 13,550 
aS.Po fe No, 5,335,791 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVEhmON 

Sporting oquipmont can cr e ate an und e sirabl e m e ss if not k e pt neatly - organizod. Tho took^ef 
organizing sports e quipm e nt in on e s home can b e a very challenging one. At homo, a 
closet is often us e d to store basketbolla or footballs. Cons e quently, the contontfl of th e 
ciosot becom e s a haaard as the bask e tball football and oth e r contant s spill out of tho 
closet wh e n tiie door is opened. An adjustable olo\^otod d e vice for storing sports balls, 
wfaeAcF at homo, or in your gorago, woold s ervo to provont tripping or relat e d ao eideHts 
as-woH- O S provide o more orgaaaz e d and e fficient mannor of otoragej 
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fa an offort to oddrooo iho nood for a more cfEkacgit storages of apofto r Qlolod bQllfl^ 
paitioulorly, a numbor of oquipmont racks have boon d e velopocL Th e s e invention s focus 
on support devices in wfaioh tho Gporta oquipmont la plac e d on the rock- The devic e is 
then dependent on gravis to koop the balls in plac e ; if th e ball or d e vic e is jarr e d th e - ball 
e osily falls off. Thes e inventioDo do not provid e o s e cure holding devic e for a balk 

U,S. Pot No- 5,gl3>55() - d e scrib es a storage rook wtfa thread e d p e gs. It includ e s a 
eofla poot bas e with two or moro pairs of p e g holos and two or more peg s that may be 
ies erted into a o e oond pair of holos- Whflo this invention provides a moons for storing 
various itemSs it doea not oddroso tho nood for storing boaketbolls, footballs and th e lik e . 

Likewise, U,S^ Pat No- 5^35,791 dooorib e s a sporte o qmpm c mt rack, - - Th e 
inventioo includ e s both a fix e d - fem e and a r e movabl e basket, which provid BS-s ttpport iw - 
eqi^ ment of a variety of sporta. Th e fix e d fiom e includ e s bat - retoinors for supporting a 
plurality of bats and porollQl guido mombors for romovobl e ■ supporting balls so eh-ag 
bosketbnUs^ s e ooer - baH s^- cto, Tho dovico is oum begsei tie bihI uses too much spac e 
TOg eoessorily. ' 

The present invention rolatoa to dovioco fe - holding sports e quipmon t- and koeping 

tli gfii nrgrmityjvt whil <» iirilim^g littl e nr iiniifl e d spncQ- Sp e cifioally.^ tho prooont jnveatim 

relates lo an aigustabl e /collflpsiM e hanging y e t ixartabto dovioe for keeping baricetballfl^ 
se6e»% all s , footballs, and kiolAall equipment n e atly stored and r e adily Q^mloib lfi-^pvh^ 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF TlIE I^TVE^^^ON 

Ih e inv e ntiop is dir e ct e d to an adjustabl e apparatui^ for holding oporto related 
equipment for a home or retail usage wMle hanging firom a c e iling or a wall. Tho efejeet 
of ttio invention is to provide adequmo and aoseflsabl e storage far sports oquipmont whilo 
allowing th e user to maintain current floor spoco- The adjustable holder and dispen seiHS 
uniq ae in it s utili^ du e to tho ability it hoa to odjust to th e us e rs curr e nt spac e whil e not 
tal mg up premium floor spac e . 

^¥h& adjustabl e sports - hold e r comprises of a tubular e mbodimont that oon bo h^ffl g 
6 ^ a banging d e vic e from a c e iling or wall. The elongatod body in formed of a flexibl e 
fiaa totak - Th e - front of th e inv e ntion is e quipp e d with- em-opening for obtainii^ -md 
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iiii se rtiiig sports equipm e nt Th e bottom most end of tho odd invention ia fi iii uod of a 
singular piece of floxiblo motorial» ^ribich may bo indopondent of tfao upper emboditaeat 
mat e rial, utilizing a circular opening with mat e rial o lastic lining that retains the sports 
e quipm e nt when ins e rt e d into the upp e r op e ning? 

Th e us e r e xpands th e e lastic op e ning v^Qsn dispcmfling oports e qiiipmont and 
allows th e e lastic to controct - ogmn Vfhen th e us e r wants tho q^poratuo to retain th e sp ^ts 
^uipm e "* curr e ntl y h e ld. T be fioid i wventinn also provid e s moono to OOOOmmodat e 
holding multipl e sports pamphemalia lik e ball pin s a nd an o ir pump. 

Utilizing on e or more fl e xible e longat e d membor such on string/cord attach e d onto 
tho bottom most of tho tubular e mbodiment matorial, tho said cords lin e along The body; 
to the top of tho apparatus to be utilized a pulloy type instrument to allow th e 
ff< ^ llffip g ibl » material to be adjust e d in ^7^. Tho said flaxiblo m e mb e r con bo attach e d to 
th e outsid e body by multiple m e ans of fastening devic e s to floouro th e oollcqpsed hol deri^ 
its adjust e d stat es 

The adjustabl e holder is portabl e cad lightwoight in dosigD, allowing the us e^te 
movo the appoiatusi w hen dosired. Tho oiiyugtablQ holder oon bo used insido ond outoido of 
tho homo. Tho dcvioo oon oaisily fit and adjuot into a oomer of a bodroom^ plo!X3ty g ag^ge? 
or laundry room. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF TlIB DRAWIhTG 

FIG, 1 is the firont mdopegsqpectivo viow holding boll of the adjugtabte - bia ftffi^ 

FIG, 2 is tho bookflido ponspoctiv Q viow holding ball of tho adjustabl e haoffla g 
sportfs oquipmcnt hold a : and dispenser.- 

FIO 1 IP , flirt frnnt istAt} vi A x t / . Af t^ ^ niijnrrtinhlQ han ging nportn oqmpment hold ef 

and dispens e r in partially collap se d state 

PTO A i? t^ ** ^^^^ ' ^6 ^ th ? ^Hjnctnhln hnngi'tig npnitn e quipment holder 

and disp e n se r in fiiMy - collap se d stat e 



6 

PAGE 7/32 ^ RCVD AT 8/1612005 12:30:12 PM [Eastern Day^^^^^ 



08/16/2005 12:31 FAX 404 658 4955 



SUNTRUST EQUITABLE SECS 



@008 



DETAILED DESCRIPTrON OF THE INVENTION 

Th e pro g CTi fe jgventioii provides a n e w and advaatagooogHiovioe for gtoring othl e tio 
e qiripni e iit in your hom e e gpociolly the oquipmont Qsoooioted with th e gaxoe of baskotboll, 
socoor, football and kiokb afe 

Roforring - to th e various figures and in particular FIG I, oot fordi io tbo Adjuatoblo 
tfaagka ig Sporto Equipment Holder, for the storag e and rotention of sporto oquipmont 18. 

The-^d invention provideg one ^ F more cirexilor rings 6 made from polyvinyl 
ohloiido (PVC) or motaly inserted into th e ring ar e one or m€>tQ soponito flexible 
elengoted momboro sue h- o s- a rop e-8 ipirrored -i g length, Attaohed to Ifa e e nd of th e said 
fl e xible material is at l e oat one or moro hooldng devic e d- Th e said hook devic e is th e n 
attac hed to the - oad of tiio gtotod flexibl e mat e riol and oooh hook devic e is inserted iato -fee 
oyolot oponin gg 2% o mb e dded into th e top border mat e rial 20>- j nacaled into tfao 
i^p e imost and bottom mo s t r e gion of tho border material of the said invaition aP Mfc 
pluTolily of oirculaf hoopg 30, mode of o smooth plnstio such oa polyvinyl chlorid e yVC) 
or a motol ouch oa bmasy almninum» or ircwu Tho said hoopo would as s ist th e embodi e d 
mal Mial in giving it tta cyliadriool or tubular otruotured shape. 

Th e e longated tubular ombodimont of tfao said iny e ntion is fenned fr^R-a 
formoble fl e aabl e material eguoh qd mesh or netting 44? 

■ Locat e d in th e front of the appanitus» a circular opening 12 io formed and fitt ed 
with - th e said - fl e xible border material 4 , Th e opening is i it ai7od for th e ino e rtion and 
6bte«» ng of sports e quipm e nt 

Tho -s p e fta holder io oquippod to adjust ia longtfa utiliaiDg one or more fl eaable 
m e mb e r mat e rials 2, The floxibtomatorid 2 io lined iq)wanl along th e tubular b^ 

feft- rtppf i rnhi. ^ ^ nxid f nRerti B d thrn i u gh th e nppor oiroulnr ring 6 and back downward 
fl ^^act iiTig tf> th th tiihiilnr bndy AnHhn nc^ piillo ftnwmwmd m th e fl e xible member 
ffi^m al 1, attachQd4o th e bottommost e nd of th e appomtua, tho embodiment HHit e ri rf44 
dmwfi upward and r e duc e s th e opporatus in siz e , croatine a ^ faortor boU holdorj 

R^^j ag to - tii e- various figures ond in particular oet forfli io th e r e ar view of 
tho Adjustrf?le Hanging Sports ■ Equtpmont Holdor. Tho rear of th e inv e ntion i s ou^ tted 
^w tfa a vortical op e ning utilizing various ferms of fiigtonero 22 e ither tho length of tho 
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tubulor cambodimont or ahorter. The uppor roar portion of tiie said invention is outfitt ed 
with an e longated pi e c e of th e stat e d border matorial 26 otCaoh e d onto tho upp e r portion 
of th e apparatus border to aooommodat e air pumping devic e . 

Attached onto the body of th e iavoution is a pook e t 2 4 of a foriiiublQ floxiblo 
material^ utiliz e d to house small - s porting partyhDmoti ar 

Th e bottom o p e n - e nd of the s aid invontioQ ia fonnod of a singular pi eea^ 
fl e xibl e material 14 or may be indep e ndent of the igq>0F embodim e nt matorial. An 
elongated olagtic material 10 is attached to tho bottom of th e fl e xible maiorial 14 to - form 
a oiroular oponrng. This c]asticiz e d op e iuDg 10 aHowQ the us e r to obtain said sport s 
equipm e nt when e xpand e d^ and said olagtic opomng olao retoiiis sports equipment w faea 
contract edr 

Roforring to FIG, 3 ifl tho front oido viow of tfa e- odjustabl e hangin g- ^ ^fte 
oquipmoul boldor and disp ^ MJs^ in partially collflpsedstat e with sport ball IS ms ide? 

Roforriog to PIG, 4 io tho ftoot oido vi e w of th e odjostoblc hanging grotto 
e quipment hold e r and di s pens e r in fully coUapsod state holding sport ball 1 8 . 

SPORTS EOTJIFMENT ACCESSORY 

FTFT.n OF T HE INVENTION 

fOOOll The present invention relates to devices for ho iHirip gpm ts eompment and 
keeping them otgani^d vsiiile utiltging little or unused space. Specifically, the present 
invention relates to an adiuslable/oollapsible handDg- vet porta Me. device for keening 
hjiQlfetKgtUg . soccer balls, footballs, and kickball equipment neaflv stored and readily 
available when needed. 

BACKGROUND OF THE IhrVENTlON 

[0002] Sporting equipment can create an imdesir able mess if not kept neatly organized. 
The task of or pflniTnnp gp nrts equipment in one^s home can be a very challengrnp one. At 
hwDC, a closet is often used to store badcefeall5 i'->^fi^>*flll^ rnnggqu entiv, the contents 
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of the closet become a hazard as Ihc basketball, football and other c ontents spill out of Ifac 
closet when the door is opened. An adjustable elevated device for s toring sports balls, 
whether at home, or in a garage, would serve to prevent tripping or related accidrnts as 
well as provide a ip nrft nrfranized and ef ficient manner of storage. 

100031 In an effort to address Ae need for a more effideot sto rage of snorts related 
balls, particularly, a number of equipment racks have been developed These inventions 
focus on support devices in which the sports equipment is pla ced on the racl^ Thedevioe 
is Aendependent on gravity to keep the jffln? p^?c e: if the ball o r device is iairedtiie 
ball easily fells off. These inventions do not provide a secure holding device for a ball. 

r00041 U.S. Pat No. 5.813.550 discloses a storage rack with threaded peas. It includes 
a compact base with two or more pairs of pee i^^l^ an d two or more pegs that may be 
inserted into a second pair of boles. While Ifafe mvention ^irovides a gty^np; 
various items, it does not address the need for g ^Arinp bajgVgthflll.q. foo tballs and the like. 

[00051 Likewise, U,S,, Pat No, 5.335 discloses a sports equipment rack, Tlie 
invention includes both a fixed frame and a removable basket which provides support for 
equipmentof a variety of snorts. The fbced frame iodudes bat letainers for supporting a 
phiralitv of bats and parallel guide members for removable supporting balls such as 
b5«:kethflll5L soooer balls, etc. The device is cumbeisome and us es too much space 
unnecessarily. 
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[0006] The foregoing patent and other infofmalion reflect the state of flic art of ^^ch 
the inventor is aware and are tendeted TOth a view toward discharpmg the inventor^s 
acknowledged duty of candor m disclosuig infor malion that may he pertinent to the 
patentability of the preset invention^ It is respectfbllv stipulated^ however^ that the 
fnrff>|Tr>mg patff?n t and oflicr ioformatiott do not teach or tender obviou s, ainp;! y nr when 
considered in combination, the inventor's c jaiTneH indention, 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

fOOOT) The penerai porpose of the present inventioa which will be described 
subsequently in greater detail, is to provide an adjustable apparatus for hold mg sportg 
related equipment for a home or xetail iisage while banging from a oe *liny nr a wall. An 
object of the invention is to provide adequate and assessable storage for sports equipment 
whilg allnwing the user to maintain current floor space. The adjustable holder and 
dispenser is unique in its utility dtie to the ab ilit y it has to adjtist to the user!s_cunent 
space while not takiiig up ]Menw nm floor sp ace. 

[00081 The preferred embodiment of the present invention has an elongated tubular 
body and is operable for hanging from a ce ilinjo; wall The elongated bodv is fomied of 
a flexible, collapsible material. The front of the present invention hn^t an elagtin npgning 
for ins^erring and retrieving sports equipment The bottom most end of tfae prcscnt 
invention is formed of a sin gular niece of flexible material. 

[00091 The user eiqpands the front elastic op eriin g when dispensing sports equijanent 
and allows the elastic to contract ? *p»i^ tfae user wants the present invcntioo to 
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retain ibs spoils eotiipment curxenllv being held. The present invrn tjon can also 
flggftirittin Hp tft Knirtinp tniiltiple spoTts paraphernalia ^^^^ p^^^ f>"<^ air pump. 

fOQlOl U tiliyirip ; one or more flexible elongated members such as a string/cord attached 
to the bottom most of the tubular material, the cords arc disposed wifly n ^ rJiannftl alonfr 
the tubular material, from the bottom to the top of the present invention to allow the 
collapsible material to be adfusted in size. The flexible elongated members c an be 
attached to the outside body bv various fastening devices to hold the co llapsed holder m 
its adjusted state, 

fOOlll The adjustable holder is portable and lightweight in design, allowm g the user to 
move the apparatus when desired. The adjustable holder can be naed insi de and outside 
of the home. The device can easily fit and adjust into a come r of a bedroom, closet 
garage- or laundry room. 

f0012| Th er ^ hsi^ thm haen mitlin ed, rather broadly, the more important features of the 
invention in order that the detailed descriptio n th^^f that foUows may be better 
understood, and in order that the present contribution to the art mav be better appreciated. 
There are additional features of the invention Aat will be described he reinflfterflnd which 
will foroLthe subject ma tter nf tli^ ff^f^Tf ^P'nded hereto. Tn this Ty«pect, before 
RvplfliTiinp at least one embn diTnent of the invention in ddaiL it is to be understood th^ 
the invention is not limttflH in its application to the details of construction and to the 
anangements of the cotnponents set forth in the fp n^^rip Hf» scription or iUustrated in the 
drawin^s ^ The invcntiop is capable of other embo Himftnte and of being practiced and 
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earned out >ti variotJS ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phra seology and 
terminology emoloved herein are for the purpose of de serittdon and should not be 
reparded liTwirinp, 

\M13] As suck those sldUed in the art will apmeci^ 

this disclosure is based may readily be utilized as a basis for the Hprf^ifrnTTipr of other 
structures, methods and systems for carrying out Ihe several purposes of the present 
invention. It is important tharefo f^, thjrf rlaims he r egarded as y ncliidfng mch 
equivalent constructions insofar as they do not depart fiom the spirit and scope of the 
preset invention^ 

100141 Further objects ^tid aHvani^i pcs of the present inventio n will be apparent jfrom 
the fiillowing detailed description of a presentilv preferred em bodiment which is 
illustrated schematically in th* ^ af;finTYipgm yinp drawing. 

RRfRF nFSCRIPnON OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
fflOlSl Other advantages and features of the invention are described with reference to 
exemplary embodiments, which are intended to explain and no * ^^^^ invention. 
and are illustrated in the drawings in which: 

[00161 FIG, 1 shows a fa)nt perspective view of a s oorts eouipment accessory fiilly 
extended a? ^H hnidinp; a single sports ball accor dinfy tn a p referred emb ndiment: of the 
niesenl invention. 
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r0017] FIG. 2 shows a back perspective view of a sporte eq uipmCTt accessory fully 
extended and holding a single sports ball acco THinfj tn a preferred eip ^^ndiinent of the 
pi;)p^tmvciiitiQft 

^6018] FIG, 3 shows a_fiont perspective view of a sports equipmen t accessory in a 
partially collapsed state holding a sio^le sports ball accordin g to a prefetred 
embo^imgnt nf the present invention, 

10019] FIG. 4 shows a front perspective view of a sports equipmeat acc essory in a fiillv 
collapsed state and hoM 'npr a gin ple snorts ball accordin s to a preferred embodiment of 
the present inventioiL 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

|0020] Before explaining the disclosed embodim ent of the piesent inve ntion in detail it 
is to be understood that the invention is not limited in its appUcation to the details of Ac 
particular a rranp^men t shown since the invention is capable of other embodii ^ftntii Atgn^ 

the tepninology used herein is for the purpose of description and not nf iTmitation^ 

rOQ211 The present invention provides a new and advantageous device for storing 
athletic equipment m your home especially the equipment associ ated with the game of 
basketbalL soccer, football and kiclcbaU- The parts list far the pres ent invention includes 

the foUowinp; 

• Flexible memW 2 

• Hooking device 4 
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• Citcularfing6 

• Rope 8 

• Elastic material 10 

• Circular o pftnirtp 1 7 

• Mesh 14 

• Adjustable cord fastener end 1 6 

• Spoitscquipmen[tl8 

• Top border material 20 

• Fastener 22 

• Pocket 24 

• Elongated Piece of Border material 26 

• Eyelet opening 28 

• Ciicular hoop 30 

100221 Referring to FIG. 1 . sports ^mpment 18 is showP within a prefferred 
Mibodiment of the present invention. One or more of rope 8 is inserte d intn circular ring 
6, Circular ring 6 is preferably made fiom polyvinyl cMoride(WC^^ 
metal. Attachedtotheeachendof each rope 8 is at least one hooking device 4. Hooting 
device 4 is then inserted into eyelet opening 28. which is embedd ed into top border 
material 20. Insertedintotficuppennost and bot tom most rcpon of the bonier maftm 
of the piesCTt invention are a plurality of circular hoop 30. mad e of a smooth plastic such 
as polyvinyl chloride (PVC^ or a metal such as b ^-jw^ fl^Timimim^ iron. Each circular 
hoop 30 helps form mesh 14 into a cylindrical or tubular structured diape. 
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r00231 The elongated tube of the present invention is fonned from mes h 14> Located in 
the fiont of the anoafatus, ciff^ilar npCT iin g 11 located on the front side of the present 
invention and is fomied in mesh 4 rirftnlm- npeninp 1 2 is used for the insertion and 
letrieval of sports eouioment 18, 

[0024] The present invention is operable for adiustment in length by irH H^np nne or 
more flexible member 2, Flexible member 2 is lined upwa rd alone the tubular body of 
lbs present invention and inserted through circular hooD 30 and back downward attechiDP 
to the tabular body. As the user pulls downward on flexible member 2. attached to the 
bottommftgt end of the apparatus, mesh 14 draws upward and led aces the present 
inveniioD m size, thus cre^t inp a g>";Tiy ter holder of snorts eq uipment- 

108251 Referring to FIG. 2. the back side of the present invention is outfitt ed with a 
vertical opeoinp utilizing various forms of fastener 22 either the entire length of the 
present invmtion of less than the fiJl lengrii of the present invttitioiL The upper back 
portion of the present invention is outfitted with dongated piece of border material 26 
attached onto die upper portion of top border ma terial 10 t o accommxxlate an air -pumpinp 
device. This forms a tubular structure for insertion of an a **^f '"^p*"ff dgince 

[00261 Attached onto the body of the present invetition is tx>ckct 24. ptefe mblv made of 
a feimahlft fleviK lp^ mfltprii j. used to house small sportine p araptemalia. 

[0027] An elongated piece of elastic material 10 is attached to the bottom of mesh 14 to 
form a bottom circular op enin g. Elastic material 10 allows tfae user to obtain said sports 
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equipment \^en elastic material 10 is exp anded, and elastic material 10 also retoins 
sports eqmpment when it contracts. At least one of adjusta ble cord fastener eaad 16 is 
attached to flexible monber 2 bv the method of sewing or f ^^^ HnnHinp The piirpnse 
of adjustable cord fastena: end 16^ which affixe d to the user end of flexible member 2 
is to give the user the ability to adiust and hold the present invention to the length desired 
bv the user. Adjustable cord fastener end 16 can be either Ve tcroed^ snai>ped, hooked, or 
buttoned to the body of the present invention. When the user pulls dow nward on the 
adjustable cords the bottom of the holder goes upward. Tins is an addi tional wav to 
secure the desired length of the holder. 

f00281 Referring to FIG. 3. mesh 14 is shown in a partiallY collapsed state with sport 
equipmeot 18 inside the present invention. 

[0029] Referring to FIG> 4. the present invendon is shown in a fiil lv collapsed state 
with sport equipment 18 inside, 

100301 Altbniiprh the invention bag he^n described herein with specific reference to a 
presenflv preferred and a dditioTial e inhodiments thereof, it w ill be appreciated bv those 
skilled in the art that various mod tficarionfi , deletions- and alterati ^^t^fi tnsy het mndR to 
suA preferred emboditnftnt without departing from the spirit and scope o f the invenrion- 
Accoidin^y. it is intmded that all reasonably foreseeable additions, modifications, 
deletions and alterations be included within the scone of the invention as defined in the 
following clajpis. 
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SPORTS EQUIPMENT ACCESSORY 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present inventioii relates to devices for holding sports equipment and 
keeping tfaem oiganized while utiliziQg Uttte or unused space^ Spedfically, the present 
invention relates to an adjustable/coll^sible hanging, yet portable, device for keeping 
basketballs, soccer balls, footballs, and Idclcball equipment neatly stored and readily 
available when needed. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Sporting equipment can create an undesirable mess if not kept neatly organized. 
The task of organizing sports equipment in one's home can be a very challengmg one. At 
home, a closet is often used to stoxe basketballs or footballs^ Consequently, die contents 
of the closet become a hazard as the basketball, foott)all and other contents spill out of the 
closet \vfa« the doOT is openedL An adjustable elevated device for storing sports balls, 
v^ether at home, or in a garage, would serve to prevent tripping or related accidents as 
well as provide a more organized and efQcient manner of storage. 

[0003] In an effort to address the need for a nioie efficient storage of sports re^ 
balls, particularly, a number of equipment racks have been developed These inventions 
focus on support devices in \^ch the spoits equipment is placed on tiie rack. Thedevice 
is then dependent cm gravity to keep the balls m place; if the ball or device is jaired the 
ball easily &lls ofR These inventions do not provide a secure holding device for a ball. 
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[0004] U.S. Pat No. 5,8 13,550 discloses a storage rack vnth threaded pegs. It includes 
a cftmpact base with two or more pairs of peg holes and two or more pegs that may be 
inserted into a second pair of holes. While this invention provides a means for storing 
various items, it does not address the need for storing basketballs, footballs and the like. 

[0005] Likewise, U.S., Pat No. 5,335,794 discloses a sports equ^ment ract The 
invention incltides both a fixed fi^me and a removable basket, which provides support for 
equipment of a variety of sportsl The fixed fiame includes bat retainets for suppcuting a 
plurality of bats and parallel guide m^bers for removable supporting balls such as 

basketballs, soccer balls, etc. The device is cumbeisome and i3$es too much space 
unnecessarily. 

(0006] The foregoing patent and other infomiadon reflect flie slate of the ait of which 
the inventor is aware and are tend^^ with a view toward discharging the inventor's 
acknowledged duty of candor in disclosing infoimation that may be pertinent to the 
patentability of the present invmtion. It is lespectEiilly stipulated, however, diat the 
foregoing patent and other in&rmation do not teach or render obvious, singly or when 
considered in combination, the inventor's claimed invention. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The gen^ purpose of the present invention, which will be described 
subsequently in greater detail, is to provide an adjustable apparatus for holding sports 
related equipment tot a home or retail usage -while hanging fix^m a ceiling or a wall. An 
object of the invention is to provide adequate and assessable storage for sports equipment 
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while allowing the user to inaintani cinrent floor space. Hie adjustable holder and 
dispenser is unique in its utility due to the ability it has to adjust to the us^ 's cmrent 
space while not taking up premium floor space. 

[0008] The pirefeired embodiment of Ifae present invCTtioD has an elongated tubular 
body and is operable for hanging from a ceiling or wall. The elongated body is formed of 
a flexible, collapsible mat^iaL the fiont of the present invention has an elastic opening 
for inserting and retrieving sports equiixnent The bottom most end of the present 
invention is fonned of a singular piece of flexible material. 

[0009] The user expands the front elastic opening when dispensing sports equipment 
and allows die elastic to contract again when the user wants the present invention to 
retain the sports equipment currently being held. The present invention can also 
accommodate holding multiple sports par^hemalia like ball pins and an air pump. 

[0010] Utilizing one or more flexible elongated members such as a string/cord attached 
to the bottom most of the tubular noaterial, the cords are disposed within a channel along 
the tubular material, from the bottom to the top of the present invCTtion to allow the 
collapsible material to be adjusted in size. The flexible elon^ed members can be 
attached to the outside body by various fastenii^ devices to hold the coll^sed holder in 
its adjusted state. 

fOOXl] The adjustable holder is portable and lightweight in design, allowing the user to 
move the apparatus when desired. The adjustable holder can be used inside and outside 
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of flie home. The device can easily fit and adjust ijito a comer of a bedzoom» closet, 
garage, or laundry room. 

[0012] There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more important features of the 
invention in order tiiat tiie detailed description thefeof that follows may be better 
understood, and in order that the preset contribirtion to flie art may be better predated. 
There are additional features of the invention that will be described hereinafter and which 
will fimn the subject matter of the clain]sqq)ended hereto In this respect, before 
explaining at least one embodiment of the invention in detail, it is to be understood that 
the invention is not limited in its application to the details of construction and to the 
arrangements of the components set forth in the following desciijrtion or illustiated in the 
dmwings. The invention is capable of other embodiments and of being practiced and 
carried out in various ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and 
terminology employed herein are for the puipose of description and should not be 
regarded as limiting. 

[0013] As such, those skilled in the art wiU appreciate that the conception, upon which 
this disclosure is based, may readily be utilized as a basis for the designing of other 
stmctures^ methods and systems for cairying out the several purposes of the present 
invention. It is important, therefore, that tiie claims be regarded as including such 
equivalent constructions inso&r as Ifa^ do not depart from the spirit and scope of the 
present inventi(m. 

[0014] Further objects and advantages of die present invention will be apparent fitmi 
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the fbUovdng detailed descriptioa of a pKesenAy piefoied CTbodiment vMch is 
illustrated schematically in the accompazLying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0015] Oth^ advantages and features of the invwtion are described with reference to 
exemplary embodiments, v^ich axe intended to explain and not to limit the invention, 
and are illustzated in the drawings in which: 

[0016] FIG. 1 shows a front perspective view of a sports equipment accessory fully 
extended and holding a single sports ball according to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 2 shows a back perspective view of a sports equipment accessory fully 
extended and holding a single sports ball according to a prefened embodiment of tiie 
present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 3 shows a front perspective view of a sports equipment accessory in a 
pardally collapsed state holding a single sports ball according to a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0019] FIG. 4 shows a front perspective view of a ^orts equipment accessory in a fiiUy 
collapsed state and holding a single ^orts ball according to a preferred embodiment of 
ihs present invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0020] Before explaining the disclosed embodim^t of the pieseot inventioti in detail it 
is to be understood that the invention is not limited in its application to the details of flie 
particular arrangement shown since the invention is capable of other embodiments. Also» 
file t^minology usedhoein is fw the puipose of description and not of limitation. 

[0021] The present invention provides a new and advantageous device for storing 
atidetic equipment in your borne especially the equipment assodated with the game of 
basketball, soccer, football and IdckbalK The parts list for the present invention includes 
the following: 

« Flexible member 2 

• Hooking device 4 

• Circular ring 6 

• Rope 8 

• Elastic material 10 

• Circular opening 12 

• Mesh 14 

• Adjustable cord fastener end 16 

• Sports equipment 1 8 

• Top border material 20 

• Fastener 22 

• Pocket 24 

• Elongated Piece of Border material 26 

• Eyelet opening 28 
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# Circular hoop 30 

[0022] Referring to FIG. 1. sports equipmeat 18 is shown within a preferred 
embodiment of the present inventioiL One or more of rope 8 is inserted into circular ring 
6. Circular ring 6 is piefenAly made fix)m polyvinyl cUoride(PV 
metal. Attached to the each end ofeach rope 8 is at least one hooking device 4. Hooking 
device 4 is then inserted into eyelet op^iing 28, which is embedded into top border 
material 20* Inserted into the uppermost and bottom most region of die border material 
of the present invention are a plurality of circular hoop 30, made of a smooth plastic such 
as polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or a metal such as brass, aluminum, or kon. Each circular 
hoop 30 helps form mesh 14 into a cylindrical or tubular structured shape. 

[0023] The elongated tube of the present invention is formed from mesh 14. Located in 
the front of the {^acatus» circular openmg 12 is located on the front side of the present 
invention and is formed in mesh 4. Circular opening 12 is used for the insertion and 
retrieval of sports equipment 18. 

[0024J The present invention is <^erable for acQustmCTt in length by utilizing one or 
more flexible member 2. Flexible member 2 is lined i^yward along die tubular body of 
the fmsent invration and inserted through circular hoop 30 and back downward attaching 
to the tubular body. As the user pulls downward on flexible member 2, attadied to the 
bottommost end of the apparatus, mesh 14 draws iqward and reduces the present 
invention in size, thus creating a shorter holder of i^rts equipment 
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[0025] Referring to FIG. 2, the back side of the present invention is outfitted with a 
vertical opening utilizing various fbnns of listener 22 either the entire lengdi of the 
present invention of less than the full length of the present invention. The upper back 
portion of the present invention is outfitted with elongated piece of border material 26 
attached onto the upper portion of top border material 20 to accommodate an air-pumping 
device. This forms a tubular structure for inserdon of an air-pumping devic^^ 

^VMil Attached onto tbe body of the present invention is pocket 24, preferably made of 
a fonnable flexible material, used to house small sporting paraphemalia. 

[0027] An elongated piece of elastic material 10 is attached to the bottom of mesh 14 to 
form a bottom circular opening. Elastic matmal 10 allows the user to obtain said sports 
equipment vAnen elastic material 10 is expanded, and elastic material 10 also retains 
sports equipment when it contracts. At least one of adjustable cord fastener end 16 is 
attached to flexible member 2 by the method ofsewing or fihric bonding. Thepurpose 
of adjustable cord fiistener end 16» which is afiixed to die user end of flexible member 2 
is to give the user the ability to adjust and hold the present invention to the length desired 
by the user. Adjustable cord festener end 16 can be eith^Velcroed, snapped, hooked, or 
buttoned to the body of the present invention- When the user pulls downward on the 
adjustable cords the botUmiofthe holder goes upward. This is an additional way to 
secure die desired length of the holder. 

[0028] Referring to FIG. 3, mesh 14 is shown ui a partiaUy coU^sed state wifli sport 
equipment 18 inside the presesit inventioiL 
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[0029] Rcfeiring to FIG. 4, the present inventiofli is shown in a fully collapsed state 
with sport equipment 18 inside. 

[0030] Althou^ the invention has been described herein with specific refi^ence to a 
|M«sently prcfened and additional embodiments thereof; it will be appreciated by those 
skilled in the art that various modifications^ deletions, and alterations may be made to 
such preferred embodiment without departing firom the spirit and scope of the invention. 
Accordingly, it is intended that all reasonably foreseeable additions, modifications* 
deletions and alterations be included within Ihe scope of the invention as defined in the 
following claims. 
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